
New Cervical Cancer 
Screening Strategy:
Combined Pap Test 
& HPV DNA Test

How could I get HPV? HPV?

HPV is passed on through genital or skin-to-skin contact. It often does 

not cause symptoms until it is advanced. All women who ever had sex 

are at risk for cervical cancer. So, it is important to get screened even 

when you feel healthy.

HPV

How can I prevent cervical cancer?

You can prevent cervical cancer with regular screening tests, like the 

Pap test and the HPV DNA test. Screening tests can find early 

problems before they become cancer. That way, problems can be 

found and removed before they ever become cancer.

HPV

The Pap and HPV DNA tests look for different things: 

HPV 

The Pap Test: checks your cervix for abnormal cells that could turn into 

cervical cancer.

 

The HPV DNA Test: checks your cervix for the virus (HPV) that can 

cause abnormal cells and cervical cancers.

HPV (HPV)

* HPV DNA Test Information

The RealTime High Risk HPV DNA assay is a qualitative in vitro test for 

the detection of 14 High Risk HPV genotypes (16, 18, 31, 33, 35, 39, 

45, 51, 52, 56, 58, 59, 66, and 68) and identification of HPV genotypes 

16 and 18 in cervical cells collected in liquid media.

What are the benefits of Pap & HPV DNA co-testing?
HPV

Study showing women who had both pap smear and HPV 

DNA negative result has the lowest risk of developing cervical 

cancer.

HPV DNA  

What is the best time to be screened for cervical 
cancer?

Do women who have been vaccinated against HPVs 
still need to be screened for cervical cancer? 
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Worldwide, one woman dies of cervical cancer 
every 2 minutes.

Cervical cancer is the 3rd most common cancer in 
Malaysia.

The World Health Organization (WHO) reports that 80% of 

women who have reached 50 years would have been affected 

by HPV and almost 20% of them would have reached a chronic 

stage, resulting in cervical cancer.

80% 50

 20%  

What is the cervix?

The cervix is the opening of the uterus (womb). It is part of a 

woman’s reproductive system.

What causes cervical cancer? 

A virus, called Human Papillomavirus (HPV) can cause normal cells on 

your cervix to turn abnormal. Over many years, abnormal cells can turn 

into cancer if they are not found and treated by your doctor.

 What is Human Papillomavirus (HPV)? 

 (HPV)

    •  It is a very common virus. 

       

    •  There are more than 100 types. 

       100

    •  Some types cause benign warts on the fingers or feet. 

       

    •  More than 30 types can be transmitted sexually. 

        30

    •  About 15 sexually transmitted types, called high-risk types,   

        can cause cervical cancer. Two of these, HPV types 16 and   

        18, are responsible for the majority of HPV-caused cancers. 

        15  

        HPV 16 18

     •  Some other sexually transmitted types, called low-risk types, 

         cause external warts on the genitals that are not cancerous. 
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